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Denise Cross

  President/CEO

Each day, Cornerstones of Care impacts the lives of 

vulnerable children and their families across the states 

of Missouri and Kansas.  From home visitation for 

newborns to assisting an older youth in their transition 

to adulthood, our services provide a foundation for 

children/youth, many who have suffered great tragedy, to 

become successful, contributing members of our community.  

Our community based programs provide parents and family members with 

the supports they need to successfully care for children in their home.  

The highly skilled professionals of the Cornerstones of Care system and 

our strong community partners demonstrate an on-going commitment to 

the implementation of clinical best practices and a holistic approach for 

the children we serve.

The 2008 annual report provides a snapshot of the positive impact we have 

had on the lives of thousands of children and families in our community. 
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2008-2009 Board Members

Charles L. Bacon, Jr. - Chair   Anne Bowman  

Bret Boeger - Vice Chair    Marcia Charney

Allison M. Murdock - Secretary  J. Brett Gordon 

George Cook - Treasurer    Neil A. Grant

        Mel Gross

        Bill Koenigsdorf

        John Taylor

        Mike Vieux

        Richard M. WRight, Jr.
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Charles L. “Bud” Bacon, Jr.

  Chair, Cornerstones of Care Board of Directors

 As the chair of the Cornerstones of Care Board of Directors, I have had the opportunity to work with 
a board comprised of dedicated community leaders and with a professional staff committed to improving 
the well-being of children and their families.  By harnessing the strengths and special expertise of the 
Cornerstones of Care agencies and programs, and with the support of the community, we continue to be able 
to implement innovative approaches and achieve successful outcomes even during these difficult economic 
times.  
 
 I am pleased to share with you the highlights of our year.
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Programs of Cornerstones of Care

Foster Care and Adoption ServicesFoster Care and Adoption Services

• Awarded second Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption grant, funding a 

  second Wendy’s Wonderful Kids Adoption Recruiter

• Completed implementation of Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care  

  Program, and transferred program to Gillis.

• Case Managed 450+ children in Missouri’s foster care system:

  • 150+ children safely reunified with parents, adopted, or achieved legal 

    guardianship

  • 100% of children served were safe from abuse or neglect while in foster care.

Working SolutionsWorking Solutions

• Provided services to 25 external clients, 60% of whom were new clients

• Provided 170 external coaching hours

• Presented at the Federal executive Board Unity Day

• Provided statewide leadership workshop series to Missouri Coalition of 

  Children’s Agencies (MCCA)

• Participated in Missouri Children’s Division supervisors coaching project

• Provided 194 hours of training/coaching to Cornerstones of Care staff

• Launched Cornerstones of care Leadership Academy with 360-degree 

  assessments

• Provided Leadership Learning Series and Emerging Leaders Series workshops 

  to internal staff
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2008 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Healthy Families Counseling & Support achieved accreditation through the 

  Council on Accreditation

• Ozanam Pathways Transitional Living Program built capacity to serve more than 

  100 youth

• Gillis’ PACT, Marillac’s Children’s Hospital, and Spofford’s Parent Aide Programs 

  experienced significant program growth

• Redesigned websites were launched for all agencies, including a Waiting Child 

  Gallery of children seeking forever homes through Foster Care and Adoption 

  services

• Cornerstones’ Community Partners included Chipolte, Barnes and Noble on The 

  Country Club Plaza, Border’s Olathe and Metcalf Stores, Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

  Kansas City, Precision Printing, Firebaugh Construction, Urban Times, Pennman & 

  Winton, Neighborhood Tourist Development Fund, St. John’s Boutique, Fiddly 

  Fig Florist, Faultless Linen, Health Care Foundation, Dickinson theatres, Proffer 

  Video, Premier Promotions, the Taylor S. & Patti H. Abernathy charitable Trust, 

  and numerous individuals who supported our activities and events.

• Foster Care recruitment video shown at Dickinson Theatres, and at the Bookside 

  and Plaza Art Fairs

• Community Resource Fair at Union Station co-presented with the Jackson County 

  Children’s Division hosted 900+ individuals and 150+ vendors

• National Family Week celebration at the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art 

  hosted 200+, showcasing children’s art representing the Meaning of Family and 

  honoring our 2008 Outstanding Family Advocates:  Sally Groves, Tom Cranshaw, 

  Sandra Kay Renz, Marilyn DePriest, and Councilwoman Cathy Jolly.
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Cornerstones of Care 2008 Revenues

Public Support $   769,214.97 1.65%

In-Kind 8,400.00 0.02% 

Special Events 853,050.92 1.83%

United Way 803,304.30 1.72%

Grants 1,290,775.35 2.77%

Government Revenue 34,332,395.05 73.56%

Private Funding 6,157,826.16 13.19%

Fee For Service 2,339,155.13 5.01%

Other Revenue 170,639.49 0.37%

Religious Organizations 81,548.97 0.17%

Contribution from Endowment 405,809.26 0.87%

Investment Income (542,847.98) -1.16%

  Total Revenue $46,669,271.62 100%
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Salaries $   24,387,008.17 53.02% 

Fringe Benefit Expense 4,852,901.53 10.55% 

Other Personnel Expense 417,782.45 0.91%

Professional Services 4,429,993.11 9.63%

Contract Services 84,974.94 0.18%

Program Supplies 322,151.63 0.70%

Food Services 992,399.62 2.16%

Individual Assistance 4,891,024.03 10.63%

Occupancy Costs 2,826,139.58 6.14%

Equipment Costs 733,544.95 1.59%

Transportation Expense 743,091.60 1.62%

Professional Insurance 344,429.58 0.75%

Agency Administration Costs 859,820.73 1.87%

Investment Expense 17,098.51 0.04%

Fundraising 80,804.02 0.18%

Volunteer Services   12,952.24 0.03%

  Total Expenses $45,996,116.69 100%

Cornerstones of Care 2008 EXPENSES



Paul Patti won the midnight blue Vespa given 

away at the National Family Week celebration in 

November 2008

The 4th Annual Community Resource Fair, held at 

Union Station KC, saw 150+ vendors and 900+ 

participants

Cornerstones’ Board Chair Bud Bacon, 
Ida McBeth, and Denise Cross, COC 
President/CEO, enjoy the National Family 
Week celebration at Kemper Museum of 
Contemporary Art in November 2008
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2008 events and activities 

Celebrating
National Family Week
“Connections Count”
November 23-29, 2008

Children’s Artwork

Andrea, Age 12 FCCM Sammi, Age 15 Ozanam

Christian, Age 11 Gillis Leah, Age 12 Marillac

Paris, Age 14 Gillis

Megan, Age 12 Spofford

Amber, Age 15 Ozanam

Bridget, Age 14 Marillac
Tristian, Age 11 HFCS

Haley, Age 13 HFCS Arlvelt, Age 9 FCCM

2008 Children’s Artwork Poster -
The Meaning of Family

Foster Care kids attend Buckaroo Night at the Royals
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2008 Board Members

GilliS

Charles L. Bacon, Jr. • David G. Belpedio • Hal Bentley • Amy Cline • Barbara Curry • H. Davis Ege • Bill Gautreaux

Mai H. Gray • Jerry Keimig • Curt Martin • Kelly J. Masten • Michael T. Miller • Patricia A. Moore • Ed Nelson

Bryan C. Neuendorf • Kevin P. Pavicic • Jim Ridder • Julie Rome • Kyle Russell • Brian Treat • Jackie Tucker • Paul Tymosko

Richard M. Wright, Jr.

Healthy Families Counseling & Support

Susan Bartlett • Ina Cavin • Kathy Hulen • Justin Kalwei • Dave McCoy • Allison Murdock • Elizabeth Schonfeldt

David Wahlert

Marillac

Rachel M. Baker • Bret M. Boeger • Anne Bowman • W. Terrence Brown • Councilman Bryan Burks • Debbie Douville

Mark W. Haefner • Carl Jemison, Jr. • Roger Lewis • The Honorable Patrick D. McAnany • John L. McCarthy

Ronnie Metsker • Mark. M. Miller • Vicki Mirabile • Thomas C. Owens • Dawn Peterson • Alan Rosenak

Constance L. Shidler • Arthur R. Smith • Sheryl Wilde • Elizabeth C. Willman • Cortney Winn 

Ozanam

Matthew Aberle • Catherine A. Boyd • Cathi Brain • Eric Collins • George N. Cook • Greg Davis • Dr. Meredith Dreyer

Jack Dunbar • Leslie T. Dunn, PhD • Shelley Elsberry • Neil Grant • Chris Hotop • Joseph Houlehan • Jason Houseworth

William F. Koenigsdorf • Brenda Kumm • david McCoy • Todd McCullough • Tim B. Mesecher • Monica Ningen

T.J. Preuss • Terry Putney • David L. Rambo • Rudolph R. Rhodes IV • Jill Roberts • Thomas P. Ross • Kelly Schoen

Marny Sherman • David A. Smith • Jerry D. Smith • Mark G. Stingley • Matt Tidwell • Charron Townsend • Sheryl White

Louis Williams

Spofford

Tom Butkus • Marcia Charney • David Douglass • Phil Frerker • Rev. Scott Hannon • Rev. L. Kyle Hern • Carol Jones

Michelle Nikravan • Michael Norton • Mitch Peterson • Ames Stetzler • Barbara Tate • Dr. Aileen Utley, Ph.D

Doug Weaver • Julie Zanone • Corey Ziegler
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In 2008, Gillis served a total of 886 clients.  

• 109 were served in Residential Treatment, with approximately 

   50% in the 9-12 age range

•  97 were served in Day Treatment Programs, with 

   approximately 40% in the 9-12 age range

 PACT/PTS, IIS and FRS programs serve the entire family

 • 319 were served by Parents and Children Together; 137 were  

   served by Personal Transition Services

 • 42 were served by Family Reunification Service

 • 128 were served by Intensive In-Home Services in Jackson Co.

 • 54 were served by IIS in North Kansas City

Client ethnicity was primarily Caucasian, followed by 

African American, Hispanic and Multi-Ethnic

Mary Ellen Schaid

President

8150 Wornall Road

Kansas City MO 64114

816.508.3500

www.gillis.org

The mission of Gillis is 
to help at-risk children 

and their families become 
contributing members 

of the community through 
education, counseling and 

social services.

Phil Witt, emcee of the 27th Annual Kansas City Spirit Awards Dinner, presents a Spirit Award to Rafaela “Lali” Garcia.  The 2008 Spirit Awards Dinner raised $200,000 for the Gillis Alternative School.  

The Annual Christmas Program performed 

by the boys in the Gillis Residential Program.  

Parents, relatives, and staff attended the 

December program.  
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Greg Neubauer

President

Bravehearts for Fathers

 a total of 33 fathers participated in Bravehearts

 services, benefitting themselves and their 44 children:

 • 28 fathers participated in fathering workshops

 • 17 fathers completed the 10-week workshop series

In-Home Mental Health Services

 • Provided 2,695 hours of targeted case management 

   services for 75 children and their families

Outpatient Mental Health Therapy

 • Provided 1,353 hours of therapy to 294 children, 

   families and adults.

School Resource Counseling

 • 1,470 students and their teachers in the Lawson 

   Missouri school district benefitted from school-based 

   counseling, consultation and resource services.

Tender Beginnings Home Visitation for new and exepctant 

parents

 • Provided family support services to 153 families of 

   newborns through 889 home visits (981 hours)

Tender Beginnings Plus Marriage education for 

unmarried, new and expectant parents

 • 54 new or expectant parents received 634 hours of 

   marriage education workshops

3100 NE 83 Street

Suite 1401

Kansas City MO  64119

816.468.6336

www.healthyfamilieskc.org

Our mission is to strengthen 
families through in-home and 
community-based parenting 
education and mental health 
treatment services designed 

to prevent abuse, ensure 
healthy physical and emotional 
development, increase positive 
fathering and mothering, build 

loving couples, and keep families 
intact to ensure everyone has a 

safe, stable and nurturing family.
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Mark Richards

President

Marillac served more than 1000 children in 2008.

• 810 Children’s Psychiatric Hospital admissions had an 

  average stay of 8.5 days

  • Of those served, 41% were female, 59% male.

• 128 clients served by Psychiatric Residential Treatment 

  (PRTF) services, with an average stay of 139 days.

  • Of those served, 38% were female, 62% male.

• 160 students received therapeutic education through 

  Day School services at the Overland Park campus or 

  Blue Springs Missouri locations.

8000 West 127 Street

Overland Park KS 66213

816.508.3300

913.681.5437

www.marillac.org

Marillac’s mission is to provide 
troubled children and families 
hope for a brighter tomorrow.

Marillac’s United Way Day of Caring.
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Doug Zimmerman

President

In 2008, Ozanam provided 25,990 Residential and Group 

Home Treatment Days for an occupancy rate of 97.3%.

• 163 clients received Residential Treatment services

• 32 clients received Campus Group Home services

• 94 clients received Day Treatment Services

• 19 clients received Family Focus/Aftercare services

• 263 clients participated in the Independent Living 

  Program through scattered site apartments and 

  transition house services in Kansas City and Wichita

• Behavior Intervention Support Team (BIST) provided 

  services to 54 school districts, serving 327 schools, as 

  well as 8 charter schools and 2 parochial schools.

421 East 137 Street

Kansas City MO 64145

816.508.3600

www.ozanam.org

Ozanam responds to the 
behavioral, emotional, social and 
spiritual needs of children and 

their families with 
dignity and care, providing a 

continuum of innovative services 
of the highest quality.

Ozanam’s lush greenhouse during the Thyme 

for Kids plant sale.

Hollywood Gala live auction puppy winners.
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Allen Unklesbay

President

Spofford positively impacted 2,047 children and their 

families in 2008.

• 130 children received Residential Treatment

  • Chldren receiving Residential Treatment were 

    primarily in the 8-13 age range.  More boys than girls 

    received services, and of those receiving services, the 

    majority were Caucasian, followed by African American, 

    Bi-Racial or Multi-Racial, and Hispanic. 

• 1,917 children received services through the 

  Strengthening Families Program

• 1,831 children received services through School Based 

  Case Management

• 86 Children attended SCAMPS Summer Day Camp

9700 Grandview Road

Kansas City MO 64134

816.508.3400

www.spoffordhome.org

Spofford provides premier 
preventative and therapeutic 
services by connecting child, 

family, and community to 
achieve their potential.

Spofford’s Stone Soup event
Spofford’s Butterfly Gala Auction bidding.



2008 CORPORATE ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

Cornerstones of Care Board of Directors

Denise Cross, President/CEO

Subsidiary Agencies:  Programs and Services:

  Gillis 

    Board of Directors

    Mary Ellen Schaid, President/CEO

    COC Senior Vice President

  Healthy Families Counseling & Support

    Board of Directors

    Greg Neubauer, President/CEO

  Marillac

    Board of Directors

    Mark Richards, President/CEO

    COC Senior Vice President

      Marillac Foundation

  Ozanam

    Board of Directors

    Doug Zimmerman, President/CEO

    COC Senior Vice President

      Ozanam Foundation, Ozanam Thriftmart

  Spofford

    Board of Directors

    Allen Unklesbay, President/CEO

    COC Senior Vice Presidents

      Spofford Foundation Strengthening Communities, Children and Families

Central Business Office

Bridget Stoppelman, Chief Financial Officer

Community Outreach & Development

Thom McNamara, Director

Corporate Compliance

Sue Anderson, Compliance Officer

Foster Care & Adoption Services

Ryan Dowis, VP Foster Care

Human Resources

Sue Carroll, Director

Management Information Systems

John Dedovesh, Director

Working Solutions

barbara Ross, Director
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Audit performed by
Dana F Cole 8 Company, LLP
Certified Public Accountants


